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The plant you see pictured here is a 
sugar beet. There is little resemblance 
between it and a table beet—the sugar 
beet is highly pedigreed, wedge-shaped, 
much larger, and has silver-white flesh. 
It is also one of nature's most efficient 
factories. From the sun, the water, and 
the soil, the sugar-beet manufactures 
up to 25% of its weight in pure sucrose— 
CyoH.0,, or table sugar as we know it. 
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FREE! 


FACTORY 





All the man-made factory does is extract 
this sugar, eliminate all impurities, and 
crystallize it in various controllable sizes. 
The balance of the plant is used in the 
finishing of livestock. In Western Canada 
the sugar beet has had an important 
effect upon the stabilization of agricul- 
tural economy. You can keep it so by 
looking for the Maple Leaf on the sugar 
you buy. 











NO FINER SUGAR HAS EVER 
BEEN MADE 


“ENERGY FOR BREAKFAST" — a 
story written for school-age children. 
telling how sugar is grown and refined 
in Western Canada. Write, stating 
number of copies required, to: 


Canadian Sugar Factories Ltd. 
RAYMOND, ALTA. 











"LOOK FOR THE MAPLE LEAF" 
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To ALL OUR FRIENDS 
A JOYOUS 
CHRISTMAS SEASON AND 
A HAPPY NEW YEAR 
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in Edmonton 


EVERYONE PREFERS TO DINE AT THE 


“SEVEN SEAS" 


Whether it is for an afternoon snack, an early dinner, or the "After the Party Bite 
to Eat," you will have your favorite Chinese Food or if you prefer your Western 
dishes served to you just the way you like it. 


Hot - Tasty and Plentiful. 


THE DINING SPOT 
OF THE WEST. 
RESTAURANT 


For Reservations Phone 25069 
10525 Jasper Ave. Edmonton 
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“Cement Works” 


Frank Palmer 
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Symbol of Alberta's growing indus- 
trial might is this painting ot the 
Cement Plant at Exshaw by Alberta 
artist Palmer. 


Your Treasury Branches have helped 
to establish many Alberta industries, 
have helped many more grow in size. 
But Treasury Branch service extends 
beyond industry and business — it 
stands ready to aid you in your per- 
sonal financial matters as well. Safe 
keeping of valuables, current ac- 
counts, savings accounts, loans— 
these are just part of friendly Treas- 
ury Branch service. See your Treasury 
Branch manager—soon! 
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Barnett House 


The late John W. Barnett, gen- 

eral secretary-treasurer of the 

Alberta Teachers’ Association, 

1918-1946, and honorary mem- 
ber of the Association. 


Mrs. John W. Barnett 
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ohn W. Barnett 


1880 


1947 


The citation in conferring posthumously the Honorary Degree of 

Doctor of Laws on the late Mr. John W. Barnett was given by the 

Chancellor of the University of Alberta, Dr. Fred G. McNally, at the 
Fall Convocation, October 18, 1947, in Convocation Hall. 


OHN WALKER BARNETT was 

born in Grantham, Lincolnshire, 
sixty-seven years ago. He came of 
vigorous north country stock and of 
a family of teachers. Not so long ago 
his oldest brother retired after a dis- 
tinguished career as a headmaster. 
After training at Westminster Col- 
lege, he was certificated and entered 
upon his teaching career. He taught 
for some time in the Army College at 
Aldershot and at Surbiton before 
coming to Canada. In 1911 he came 
to Alberta and at once began work 
as a teacher. He brought with him 
first-hand knowledge of the work of 
the National Union of Teachers and 
soon reached the conclusion that 
teachers in this country were handi- 
capped by the lack of a similar or- 
ganization. When the Alberta Teach- 
ers’ Alliance came into being, it was 
natural that Mr. Barnett’s knowledge, 
experience, enthusiasm, and faith 
should be enlisted in the direction of 
the infant organization. From that 
time, the history of the Association 
was largely a history of the activities 
of John W. Barnett. In journeyings, 
often in perils of floods, in perils of 
the wilderness, in perils of dirt roads 
or no roads, he carried on. Though 
progress was slow, indifference great, 


and opposition powerful, no one ever 
heard John Barnett complain or say 
a disloyal word of those he had set 
out to serve. 

He was largely instrumental in the 
formation of the Canadian Teachers’ 
Federation, the national organization. 
He persuaded Legislatures to make 
important changes in The School Act, 
and played an important part in 
drafting such legislation as The 
Teachers’ Retirement Fund Act and 
The Teaching Profession Act. He 
served on the Department’s Liaison 
Committee on Teacher Training, 
which later evolved the plan of 
Teacher Education now in effect in 
this Province. As a member of the 
Survey Committee which was re- 
sponsible for our present University 
Act, and later as a member of the 
Senate of this University, he played 
his full part. 

So then, as an able teacher, as a 
man of great courage and singleness 
of purpose, as a fearless fighter, as 
a champion of the weak and defence- 
less, as a matchless leader and as a 
gallant and upright gentleman, we 
honor his memory and confer on 
him posthumously the honorary de- 
gree of Doctor of Laws. 


Mrs. John Barnett lives at 10008 - 128 Street, Edmonton. She enjoys 


> | 


good health, the companionship of her children, grandchildren, and 
many friends. Mrs. Barnett still watches with interest the affairs of the 


Association. 
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Seen! A New FREE Help 
to Teachers and Students! 


84 Proven Recipes ... 
Menus and useful information! 


The new American Can Company booklet 
*‘Appetizing Recipes Using Canada’s 
Canned Foods” contains kitchen-tested 
recipes for appetizing dishes made from 
canned foods, plus suggested menus, etc. 
Order enough copies for Home Economics 
classroom and library use. Use the coupon 
today. 

Write for your free booklets TODAY! 





AMERICAN CAN COMPANY 


Home Economics Section, Dept. 11-12-51 92 King St. E., Hamilton, Ontario, 
Please send me FREE 

. copies of “APPETIZING RECIPES USING CANADA’S CANNED FOODS” 

. copies of “Help Make Canada Strong.” 
--.-copies of “The Canned Food Handbook.” 
--.-copies of “High School Manual on Commercially Canned Foods.” 

. copies of “Tested Recipes Using Canada’s Canned Foods.” 
-..-copies of “The Story of Coffee.” 


NAME 
(Please Print Plainly) 


SCHOOL 


City - PROV. 


(Please use 4 cents postage on envelope enclosing your coupon) 
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Vovember 24, 1951 


Warian Gimby 


Miss Marian Gimby, president of the 

Alberta Teachers’ Association, pre- 

sided at the opening of Barnett House 

and welcomed the guests on behalf of 
the Association. 


HE honour falls to me of assem- 

bling this distingiuhsed company 
and of bidding you all welcome to 
Barrnett House. This is a proud day 
in the history of the Alberta Teach- 
ers’ Association; I hope that it will be 
remembered as a very happy one. 
For my own part, and on behalf of 
the Executive Council, I wish to as- 
sure every one of you that on this 
happy occasion you are most heartily 
welcome. 

We are met for the formal open- 
ing of Barnett House. It is the pride 
of the teachers of Alberta, the first 
and, so the finest, building of 
its kind in Canada. You are all 
invited to inspect it carefully, to ad- 
mire it to your hearts’ content (in- 
cluding the view), and to criticize it 
(but gently!) if you must—who ever 
built a house yet that couldn’t ‘do it 
better next time’! 

We on the Executive Council feel 
sure that you will share our pleasure 
and share our hope too, that this 
building may be a symbol of our 
unity, and that everything that is 
done here may be done in the best 
interests of the teachers of Alberta. 

You will give credit where it is 
due—to the courage and faith of the 
members of several hard-working 
Executive Councils, to the architects 
who designed and the workmen who 
constructed our building, to all the 
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Marian Gimby, Edmonton, pres- 
ident of the Alberta Teachers’ 
Association. 


members of our staff to whom this 
was a labour, though of love, and 
above all to our general secretary, 
Mr. E. C. Ansley. on whom rested at 
all times the great weight of de- 
cisions that must be taken and needs 
that must be met. On the Executive 
Council we debated how we should 
celebrate this official opening. There 
were several schools of thought. 
Some of us thought we should unveil 
something, and cut ribbons, and that 
somebody should hand over the key 
to somebody. This was voted down as 
too dry. Some of us thought we 
should have champagne, with toasts 
maybe, and that somebody should 
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break a bottle over somebody. This 
was voted down as too dangerous and 
too wasteful and too wet. And there 
Was never any agreement at all as 
to who should carry whom over the 
threshold. 

But there were two points on 
which we were at all times most 
heartily in accord. One was that the 
building must be named im honour of 
Dr. John W. Barnett and serve as 
our memorial to the man whom 
most of us remember as the Father 
of the Alberta Teachers’ Association. 
The other was that Barnett House 
must be officially opened by Dr. M. 
E. LaZerte. Dr. LaZerte is a past 





president of the Alberta Teachers’ 


Association, and of the Canadian 
Teachers’ Federation, and of the 
Canadian Education Association; he 
is retired dean of the Faculty of Ed- 
ucation in the University of Alberta, 
and one of the leading educationists 
in Canada. And he is one of us, and 
always has been—a member of the 
Alberta Teachers’ Association. He 
has given himself generously to all 
our causes. He has brought honour 
among us. His presence here today is 
a crowning pleasure, and with his 
address Barnett House will be of- 
ficially open. 





Congratulations 
NEIGHBOR J 


On the official opening of your fine new 


Provincial Headquarters Building 


THE MONARCH LIFE 
ptssunance Company 


R. H. OLBERG, C.L.U. 


Barnett House 
Edmonton 


Branch Manager | | 





A. J. BURES, C.L.U. 
Branch Manager 
Dominion Bank Bldg. 
Calgary 
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Ladies and Gentlemen: 


HE records of the Alberta Teach- 
a ers’ Association will mark well 
the date, November 24, 1951, for to- 
day the Association opens officially 
a home of its own. Sound administra- 
tive policies and efficient business 
practice have brought the Associa- 
tion successfully through many long, 
trying years to the point where, to- 
day, it can provide the staff, the 
services, the equipment and the of- 
fice that make efficient work pos- 
sible. What satisfaction it must be 
for a few of you old-time ATA 
members, who at one time in the past 
gave personal notes to help finance 
the year’s activities, to see this or- 
ganization reach its present sound 
and influential status. All friends 
of this Association will wish to offer 
congratulations to the Alberta 
Teachers’ Association for the won- 
derful progress it has made. I wish 
to bring greetings from the body 
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Pialinalien Address 


ME. LaZarte 


M. E. LaZerte, past president 
of the Alberta Teachers’ Asso- 
ciation, the Canadian Teachers’ 
Federation, and the Canadian 
Education Association, first 
dean of the Faculty of Educa- 
tion, an honorary life member 
of the Alberta Teachers’ Asso- 
ciation, and for 25 years a per- 
sonal friend of John W. Barnett, 
was unanimously chosen by the 
Executive to give the dedication 
address at the time of opening 
of Barnett House. 


that represents broadly the whole 
field of Canadian education. 

The executive secretary of the 
Canadian Education Association, 
referring in his letter of November 
16 to today’s meeting, said to me; 
“This letter is an invitation to you, 
as our immediate past president, to 
represent the Canadian Education 
Association. I am sure all members 
of the Association would be grateful 
if on this occasion you would ex- 
press to the Alberta Teachers As- 
sociation our pleasure that it has now 
reached this important milestone in 
its progress.” I am happy indeed 
to bring you the congratulations and 
best wishes of the Canadian Educa- 
tion Association. 

Approximately thirty-five years 
ago the teachers of Alberta, desirous 
of improving their economic and pro- 
fessional status and convinced that, 
working individually, they could not 
influence greatly education trends in 




















UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA 
SUMMER SESSION, 1952 


The Summer Session Announcement and registration forms will be 
available for distribution about January 15, 1952. 


If you wish to receive an Announcement and registration forms at that 
time, please complete the form below and mail to: 


EITHER OR 
The Faculty | ,,. The ! 

: If interested 
of Education - Registrar ‘ 
University of | M oa University of = a 
Alberta ee ea erta 
Edmonton tie certifica- Edmonton Faculty 
Alberta eer Alberta | 


Detach here 





REQUEST FOR SUMMER SESSION ANNOUNCEMENT 


Please send me a 1952 Summer Session Announcement and 
registration forms: 


Mr. 


SII SURI oi salons es sce csceerninn coengma gba paaoebbebiousebineenen | 


Miss (Surname) (Other names) 
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If you wish suggestions regarding registration, please check the ap- 
propriate item below: 


PLEASE SUGGEST COURSES FOR: 
Oo (1) My B.Ed. program. 
RD: I ID DD ic ccircicdiiccn itte eso trimstscctntinnncctarne 


(3) Validating or reinstating my certificate which will also 
carry B.Ed. credit. ¢ 


O 

Oo 

O (4) Validating or reinstating my certificate which will carry 
certification credit only. 

O 


(5) My M. Ed. program. 





If this will be your first attendance at the University of Alberta, 
check here; a form of application for admission will then be sent 


a aii elses dduichdele bition deat iia lcs dlsbanagpunscniitaanine Oo 


If you have completed Department of Education summer school 
courses since 1935 which have not yet been evaluated in a 


ie, ere etenee cneek Ube -......-..... oO 


| If you are a woman and have been married recently, kindly give 
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the Province, formed the Alberta 
Teachers’ Alliance, the organization 
so well and favorably known today 
as the Alberta Teachers’ Association. 
Through cooperative action provided 
for in 1917, a number of significant 
changes in Alberta’s educational 
system have taken place. 

Insteau ot voluntary membership 
in the Association which stood at 797 
in 1917, 1,763 in 1920, and 3,362 
in 1933, automatic membership of all 
persons teaching in Alberta is today 
guaranteed by The Teaching Profes- 
ston Actof 1935. From yearly en- 
gagements, with their accompanying 
insecuritv and doubts, teachers have 
now moved forward to continuous 
engagement that sives to hundreds 
of teachers protection against un- 
warranted dismissal and to thou- 
sands, who formerly faced an annual 
renewal of contract, a feeling of 
security and heightened self-respect. 
The importance of the discontinuance 
of contracts may be inferred from 
the contrast between conditions today 
and those prevailing as late as Sep- 
tember 1, 1935, when 3,500 new 
contracts were signed by Alberta 
teachers. 

In pre-Alliance days each teacher 
bargained as best he could with his 
local school board regarding salary 
and living and working conditions, 
while accepting, without recourse to 
modification, any regulations of the 
Department of Education that failed 
to take cognizance of teachers’ inter- 
ests and needs; in recent years, 
periodic amendments to the regula- 
tions keep them ever in step with 
current and changing conditions. 
Time will not permit the cataloguing 
of the many changes affecting favor- 
ably the teachers’ economic and pro- 
fessional status that have come as 
a result of ATA activity and negotia- 
tion. Salary schedules, superannua- 
tion, representation on curriculum 
andi policy-making committees— 
these are typical of the many gains 
that have been made. The Alberta 
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Teachers’ Association has accomplish- 
ed much for the welfare of the teach- 
ers of this Province. 

The records reveal that, while 
ever solicitous for the improvement 
of living and working conditions af- 
fecting its members, the Association 
has at all times been equally interest- 
ed in the improvement of education. 
Ever since it came into being, the 
Association has had a vision of future 
goals, which, if attained, would pro- 
vide better schooling for the chil- 
dren of Alberta. Revision of the 
curriculum, improvement of examina- 
tions and promotion procedures, edu- 
cational publicity through an Edu- 
cation Week, federal aid for educa- 
tion, the organization of large units 
of administration, educational re- 
search, higher standards in teacher 
selection and training, and the or- 
ganization of a Facultv of Education 
in the University of Alberta have all 
been sponsored, if not initially sug- 
gested by the ATA, four of the items 
listed having been recommended and 
emphasized in Volume I, Number 1, 
June, 1920, of The ATA Magazine. 

Although hundreds of _ teachers 
worked faithfully during past years 
to further the work and prestige of 
this Association while scores served 
on Provincial Executives. and others, 
such as the present General Secretary 
and his assistant continue today to 
carry forward and expand the As- 
sociation’s program of activities, 
teachers, school board members and 
public alike know that the outstand- 
ing figure in the ATA, the dominat- 
ing personality in the organization 
from 1917 until his death on June 
29, 1947, was Dr. John W. Barnett, 
who, with industry, patience, and 
fearlessness, worked day and night, 
in season and out, for both the im- 
provement of the teachers’ economic 
and social status and the welfare of 
general education in the Province. 
In this brief review of ATA history 
I wish to pay a well-deserved tribute 
to Mrs. Barnett, the lady who so un- 
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Christmas 1951 


Once again, it is a privilege to express our appreciation for 
your patronage during the past year and to wish you a very 


MERRY CHRISTMAS 
AND 
HAPPY NEW YEAR 














Wwe VSS Sewell 


MOYER SCHOOL SUPPLIES LIMITED 


EDMONTON, ALTA. 
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Scenic Highways 
Easy-chair comfort 
Convenient schedules 
Controlled warmth 


Canadian Coachways Lid_. 
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Mrs. John W. Barnett presents a key to Eric C. Ansley, general secretary, at 
the opening of Barnett House. 


selfishly permitted her husband to 
live so much for and with the ATA. 
Mrs. Barnett’s sympathy, encourage- 
ment, and help are not written in 
the records but those of us who visit- 
ed often at the Barnett home know 
how real they were and how sincere 
was Mrs. Barnett’s interest in her 
husband’s work and in the ATA. 
We meet here today to open of- 
ficially Barnett House, the present 
and future home of the Alberta 
Teachers’ Association, the organiza- 
tion to and for which John Barnett 
gave his life. Often with a gleam in 
his eyes, as he brought the future 
into the present, he spoke of a build- 
ing such as this which should house 
the ATA and be the coordinating 
centre of all its activities. How he 
should have loved to see this build- 
ing in this time, this building that 
marks the fulfilment of his dreams! 
This is a very modern building, at- 
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tractive and well-furnished with all 
the earmarks of solidity and per- 
manence. We are glad that this is 
so, not merely that the ATA may 
carry on its work efficiently and 
conveniently in the future, but that 
this building may be a fitting monu- 
ment to the memory of John W. 
Barnett, the architect and builder 
who gave us the living ATA, the pro- 
duct of his vision, genius, and ideals. 

The pioneering, organizing days 
are past. The Association must now 
move forward to attainments made 
possible by all that has been accom- 
plished since 1917. Many of the goals 
set in early years were not easily at 
tained, in fact, the last of them were 
reached only recently after long en- 
deavour. What are our goals for the 
future—goals that may become reali- 
ties only if defined now and diligent- 
ly sought? Are they as visionary, 
idealistic, educational, and practical 
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as those so recently realized? May 
we not assume that if all members 
will but accept and share professional 
responsibilities as willingly and ef- 
fectively as did the rank and file of 
members back around 1917, the fu- 
ture of the Alberta Teachers’ As- 
sociation and the educational system 
that it serves and Barnett House will 
long be a true memorial to the man 
who was privileged to view it only 
as a dream? 

I now have the honour of naming 
this building, Barnett House, and the 
pleasure of asking Mrs. John W. 
Barnett to present to Mr. Eric Ans- 


ley, general secretary of the Alberta 
Teachers’ Association, the key of 
Barnett House, a key that, in ad- 
dition to commemorating the opening 
of the doors today, will ever serve 
as a reminder of all that her late hus- 
band’s idealism, courage, industry, 
and loyalty did for this Association 
throughout the many years he served 
as its chief executive officer. 

I am pleased to declare Barnett 
House officially open as the present 
and future home of the Alberta 
Teachers’ Association and to dedicate 
it to the service of education in 
Alberta. 





THE Zee CANADIAN SPELLERS 


Grades 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8 
by Dr. F. M. Quance 
A New and Enriched Spelling Program 


Special Features— 


@ Word list based on a study of 600,000 running words of Canadian 
children’s writing — the most valid word count extant on which 
to base a series of spellers for Canadian schools. 


@ Meaningful introduction of new words, a variety of exercises, a 
built-in review program, and provision for individual differences. 


Assures the development of the ability not only to SPELL words 
correctly, but to use the words accurately in writing, and with 
a clear understanding of their meaning. 


Canadian throughout — Canadian word list, stories by Canadian 
authors, illustrations by Canadian artists. 


For further information write to 


W. J. Gage and Company Limited 


Toronto 2B, Ontario 


82 Spadina Avenue 
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ROM the minutes of Executive 
Council meetings of the Alberta 
Teachers’ Association— 
September 7, 1946 
“The President (H. C. Melsness) 
thought that the Association should 
begin to give consideration to the 
matter of erecting a building of 
their own; and it was agreed that 
this matter should be placed on 
the agenda for the next meeting of 
the Executive.” 
January 4, 1947 
“Resolved, that the General Sec- 
retary try to get an option on the 
lot on 102 Street, and that he try 
to get the City to hold the lot for 
nothing as long as possible, but 
that a small option payment be 
made (with risk of loss, if neces- 
sary) to hold the lot until such 
time as a final decision could be 
made.” 















Eric C. Ansley, gen- 
eral secretary of the 
ATA and editor of 
The ATA Magazine 
from 1946. The gen- 
eral secretary’s of- 
fice is finished in 
dark brown tapestry 
brick and natural 
mahogany. 
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For many years, teachers in Al- 
berta have dreamed and talked of 
the day when they would have a 
home of their own. In 1937, when 
the trust funds were started, the 
matter of a building fund was also 
discussed. However, it was not until 
1947 that a trust fund for the ATA 
building was set up, with an initial 
appropriation of $20,000 with pro- 
visions for annual appropriations of 
$3,000. 


How the Building Was Financed 


When the Imperial Bank decided 
to tear down their old building, the 
Executive Council of the Alberta 
Teachers’ Association decided that it 
would be more economical to erect 
their own building than to pay high 
rent in Edmonton’s downtown area 
where rents are being increased every 
year. It was estimated that a new 








Fred J. C. Seymour, assistant general secretary of the Alberta 
Teachers’ Association. 


Betty Berry, assistant secretary of the Teachers’ Retirement Fund and 
supervisor of ATA and TRF staffs. 
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building would cost approximately 
$150,000 including lot and furnish- 
ings. The Teachers’ Retirement Fund 
agreed to advance up to half of this 
sum, the Alberta Teachers’ Associa- 
tion had $45,000 in its building fund, 
and by order of the Executive Council 
of the Alberta Teachers’ Association, 
the balance of $30,000 was borrowed 
from general reserves. 


Plans 


The first plans for the proposed 
office building were prepared by W. 
E. Blakely, a student in the Faculty 
of Engineering at the University of 
Alberta. After the decision to build 
was reached, the firm of Stanley and 
Stanley was engaged as architects. 
Kelly and Ross Stanley are sons of 
the late T. E. A. Stanley, principal 
of Western Canada High School in 
Calgary for many years, and one of 
the “Big Four” of the Alberta Teach- 
ers’ Association. Detailed plans were 
prepared by the architects and a 
model of the proposed building was 
on exhibit at the 1949 Annual Gen- 
eral Meeting. 


Building Started 


In March, 1950, tenders were call- 
ed for and a contract was signed 
with Poole Construction Company, 
but it was not until July that work 
was started. The town planner had 
put a stopwork order on our prop- 
erty because of the possibility of 
building a new road along the brow 
of the hill. However, as this propos- 


ed road was prohibitive in cost, the 
stopwork order was removed early 
in July and Poole Construction start- 
ed work immediately. 


Construction 


The building was proceeded with 
and the usual problems were en- 
countered, such as shortage of steel, 
scarcity of skilled labour, cold weath- 
er, the choosing of substitutes and 
“‘oxtras.”’ 


The New Quarters 


On June, 1951, the ATA staff 
moved into the new quarters. The 
painters were still busy and a num- 
ber of other things had not been 
finished. : 

It had taken the teachers of Al- 
berta 33 years to build their home 
but they now have one of the finest 
offices in Canada. Every teacher in 
Alberta should have a sense of pride 
in the new building, as well as a 
sense of ownership. 


Naming the Building 


There never had been any doubt 
in anybody’s mind but that the build- 
ing would be named after our first 
general secretary-treasurer, John W. 
Barnett, one of the leading men in 
Alberta and Canadian education for 
30 years. Naming the building Bar- 
nett House will help to keep alive in 
the hearts and minds of Alberta 
teachers all that we owe to John 
Barnett. 
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Guidance Series 
For Grades VII and VIII 


ABOUT GROWING UP 


A book which brings down to 
the concrete level many of the 
aspects of the Guidance course 
in the Elementary School. Typi- 
cal chapters: Study Tips — 
Understanding Parents. The 
book provides discussion and 
teaching material for the year. 
Grade VII, $2.90. 


Teacher's Guide to the 
heli hth $1.25 


CHARTS (20” x 26%”’’) based 
on each chapter (set of 33) 
$28.00 


BEING TEEN-AGERS 


At the Grade VIII level most 
students are in their teens and 
need skilled counsel and help. 
This’ text presents the ma- 
terials necessary for efficient 
group guidance. Typical chap- 
ters are: Choosing My Activi- 
ties — Do I Need a “Line’’? 
Grade VIII. $2.90. 


Teacher's Guide to the 
I La a $1.25 


CHARTS (20” x 26%”) based 
on each chapter (set of 33) 
$28.00 


THE RYERSON PRESS 
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Hobun € Stanley, _Avchitect 


VERLOOKING the broad North 
O Saskatchewan river valley, just 
south of the intersection of 103 
Street and 100 Avenue in the City 
of Edmonton, stands the new head- 
quarters of the Alberta Teachers’ As- 
sociation. From below, this two storey 
and basement building appears much 
taller than its three floors would 
suggest, and its canopied windows 
command a view second to none in 
the city. From 103 Street the on- 
looker is unaware of the expanse of 
glass which almost completely re- 
places walls in both the south and 
east side. The north wall, which is 
only four feet from the property 





line, is completely windowless and is 
laid in common red brick. 

The exterior is of a dark brown 
tapestry brick very similar to the 
Medical Building on the University 
of Alberta campus. This heavy ma- 
terial is contrasted below the second 
floor windows on the front and be- 
low all windows and on all canopies 
en the south and east side with a 
smooth, ivory-coloured material which 
appears as stucco. It is, however, an 
asphalt based sprayed covering very 
similar to what is used to waterproof 
metal tanks in industrial installations 
and is, therefore, completely water- 
proof and permanent. The asphaltic 


a 


Left to right, K. C. Stanley, architect; Eric C. Ansley; Ross Stanley, architect; 
John Poole of Poole Construction Company. 
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THE NEW 


CLARENDON 


Classroom Radio-Phonograph 


A Teaching Instrument to 
Educational Standards 





Electric Model 3-Speed. 

Plays 33, 45 and 78 r.p.m. re- 
| cords. Six tubes. Power: 5 
watts. Two speakers, angle set 
to reach three-wall hearing 
with full acoustic value. Pro- 
vision made for use of an out- 
side aerial. 


Battery Model Also Available 
for Schools Without Electric 


Power. 


Plays 78 r.p.m. records only. 
Seven tubes. Power: 2 watts. 
Both models are extremely 
sensitive and will bring in dis- 
tant stations. 


Clarendon Classroom Radio- 
Phonographs are approved by 
C.B.C. Educational Authorities, 
and are sold direct from fac- 
tory to school, and have been 
in use from Coast to Coast for 
over three years. 


Fully Guaranteed 
Folder on request 


RESEARCH INDUSTRIES 
LIMITED 


1667 W 4th 
Vancouver 9, B.C. 





content of the mixture keeps it slight- 
ly elastic and prevents extremes of 
temperatures from cracking the sur- 
face. , 

The main entrance is off 103 
Street flanked on the north by a 
broad expanse of Flemish Bonded 
brick and on the south by a splayed 
wall of light colored terrazzo, a ma- 
terial made from chips of stone 
ground smooth on the face of con- 
crete. The doors themselves are al- 
most full sheets of glass with frames 
of aluminum-covered wood. 

Inside the main lobby both the 
brick and terrazzo are carried in, to 
link the interior of the building with 
the exterior, the former as far as 
the edge of the stairs leading up and 
down in the northwest corner of 
the building and the latter into the 
two main entrance doors leading to 
the offices of the Alberta Teachers’ 
Association. The door immediately to 
the left of the double set leads to 
the future elevator shaft. 

The building has been laid out 
to eventually accommodate five 
stories and basement. This was done 
to allow for any possible expansion 
of the owners’ requirements and to 
improve the long term investment in 
the building. At the present time the 
Alberta Teachers’ Association oc- 
cupies the main floor and basement, 
while the second floor is leased. 

In laying out the floor plan several 
important factors entered the picture. 
A modern office building must be 
flexible. In other words, it must be 
able to accommodate almost any type 
of office occupancy; it must be able 
to allow for a multitude of different 
partition arrangements without im- 
pairing the heating, ventilation, air 
conditioning, lighting, or service 
arrangements. It was considered 
essential that the magnificent view 
be made the most of and that wherever 
possible windows should be installed 
to allow all occupants a share of this 
most desirable feature of the location. 

(Continued on Page 27) 
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Members of the a" Conia 
Who Warked on Plans for Barnett Hous 


The planning and building of Barnett House meant extra meetings and 

extra work for the members of the Executive Council and the office 

staff. Plans were begun in 1947, construction was started in 1950, and 
the building was occupied on June 1, 1951. 


A. O. Aalbora 
Vice-President 


A. Allen 
Central Western 





E. G. Callbeck 
Calgary District 


Anne Carmichael 
Edmonton District 
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Harry Dewar 
Northwestern 


Marian Gimby 


President 


Frank Edwards 
Edmonton District 


Mary Gray 
Northwestern 


Marguerite Esplen 
Southwestern 


Marion Holman 
Southwestern 


W. Roy Eyres 


Calgary District 


J. R. Johnston 
Southeastern 








Robert Kimmitt 
Southwestern 


Edwin McKenzie 
Southeastern 


N. A. McNair Knowles 
Southwestern 


Lars Olson 
Vice-President 


G. Kolotyluk 
Northeastern 


Selmer Olsonberg 
Central Eastern 


Howard Larson 
Central Western 


A. R. Patrick 
Central Western 





Nicholas Poohkay 
Northeastern 


E. T. Wiggins 
President 





H, E. Smith 
President 


W. E. Kostash 
Assistant General 
Secretary 


F.C. Toews 
Northwestern 


I Seymour 
President 


N. A. Wait 


Southeastern 


Eric C. Ansley 
General Secretary 





(Continued from Page 22) 
several unique features were incor- 
porated in both the building itself 
and in the services, such as electrical 
and heating. To allow for the maxi- 
mum use of each floor area and to 
take full advantage of the view, the 
standard service areas such as stair- 
ways, elevator shafts, lobbies, boiler 
rooms, lavatories, vaults, storage 
rooms, etc., were concentrated within 
a narrow eight foot bay down the en- 


tire north side of the building, ter- |- 


minated on the west by the main stair 
and on the east by the service and fire 
stair. This arrangement left the re- 
mainder of each floor completely clear 
for any desired arrangement. The full 
advantage of this layout will be better 
proven when the additional three 
stories have been added. 

To allow for almost any partition 
arrangement throughout the larger 
space, the columns were located to 
leave just sufficient space between to 
take a reasonably sized office. The 
window separations or mullions occur 
at every three and one-half feet all 
along the south side and it would be 
possible to butt a partition at any one 
of these mullions without creating any 
problems. 

The main structure is steel frame 
with reinforced concrete slabs between 
the steel beams. All steel beams and 
columns are fireproofed throughout 
with two and one-half inches of vermi- 
culite plaster (a mica-like ingredient), 
a system which has only been develop- 
ed very recently. This method has 
proven to be much cheaper than cover- 
ing them with concrete and also is 
much lighter. This has resulted in the 
lowest fire insurance rate in any com- 
parable building in the city of Ed- 
monton. 

The building is heated by a steam 
boiler in the basement which feeds 
steam to continuous strips of con- 
vectors along all the exterior walls 
below the windows. The continuous 
strip allows partitions to be placed 
anywhere, with the assurance that 
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Equipment 


When buying health 
equipment, you may 
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We are Canada’s 
largest manufactur- 
ers of apparatus for 
Gym, Playground, 
Sports and Swim- 
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Elinor Freeman 
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Seated in the general . 
office of the Association 
are clockwise from the 
left, Alice Girard, Kay 
Lachman, Cathy Wil- 
son, Marie Hutchinson, 
Eleonore Pepin, Vi 
Meredith, Janet Krebs, 
Lorraine Johnstone, Vi 
Fidgett. The general 
office is separated from 
the private offices by 
birch plywood panelling 
and glass, with the pil- 
lars and the north side 
of the office finished in 
plaster painted a pale 
yellow. The ceiling is 
grey tile and the floor 
as covered with grey 
lino. Each one of the 
staff has a grey-green 
steel desk with match- 
ing steel chair, uvhol- 
stered in red leather. 
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every room will be adequately heated 
without the necessity of changing 
piping. 

The entire building is ventilated 
from a large electrically operated 
unit in the boiler room, which both 
cleans and humidifies the air. Al- 
though the present system does not 
contain any arrangement for cooling, 
a refrigerator unit could be added 
at any time by merely inserting 
cooling coils within the ventilating 
unit. 

A very difficult problem was en- 
countered in attempting to maintain 
the flexibility throughout the build- 


ing so that any and every office, no 


matter how large or small or where 
it was located, would be adequately 
supplied with fresh clean air. The 
solution was found in the use of a 
demountable perforated asbestos 
ceiling. Ordinarily this type of ceil- 
ing is backed with one inch batts of 
mineral wool, to provide for accous- 
tical or noise absorbtion. In this 
building it is used in a unique way, 
probably for the first time in West- 
ern Canada. The fresh air is forced 
into each bay of the ceiling space 
-below the floor slab above, by a duct 
running the length of the building 
immediately to the south of the eight 
foot service bay. The mineral wool 
batts were then left out in areas 
where air was required in the room 
below and has resulted in a ceiling 
that almost breathes. This arrange- 
ment permits changes to occur in the 
room arrangement anywhere and the 
air supply can be adjusted by merely 
taking down a few panels and re- 
arranging the wool batts. 

In the same way the flush fluores- 
cent fixtures are easily re-arranged 
by removing a few ceiling panels and 
sliding the fixture to the new loca- 
tion. The flush type of fixture was 
chosen in preference to the more 
common hanging type to give a great- 
er sense of space in the interior, and 
thereby allowing more economical 
lower ceilings throughout without 
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ATTENTION 
TEACHERS! 


Your Christmas Tree Gift 
lists for School Christmas 
Tree Festivals will re- 
ceive prompt attention at 
Woodward’s. 


Our Personal Shopper will 
Shop for suitable toys, and 
see that your order is 
packed and shipped 
promptly. 


Write 


PERSONAL SHOPPER 
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This shows the southeast part of the board room and a portion of the 





library. The board room is of tapestry brick and natural birch plywood, 
with a Caribbean Blue north wall. The floor is blue lino and the curved 
table and chairs are of natural oak. 


the usual undesirable effect. 

The interior wall and floor ma- 
terials are a combination of plaster, 
wood, and linoleum. Plaster because 
of its economy and versatility of 
shape and color, wood because of its 
warmth and ease of alteration, and 
linoleum because of its proven prac- 
ticability. 

The library, which shares the front 
of the building along with the main 
entrance, has a distinctive feature in 
the use of the large expanse of cor- 
rugated glass. It was felt impera- 
tive that the reading room be sup- 
plied with ample natural light, but 
as it was to be used on many oc- 
easions for private meetings, large 
clear glass windows in this proximity 
to the street would be undesirable. 
Both problems have been adequately 
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solved by using a translucent glass 
which allows in plenty of light but 
still maintains privacy. 

One interesting feature of the 
library is the round steel column im- 
mediately behind the glass. During 
construction, the Steel Company was 
unable to supply the usual round 
steel column at the time of erection, 
and substituted it with a used solid 
steel ship’s drive shaft weighing in 
the neighborhood of four thousand 
pounds. It is undoubtedly the finest 
piece of steel in the building. 

Windows throughout, with the ex- 
ception of the above, are single glaz- 
ed aluminum of English manufac- 
ture, shipped by way of Panama. Two 
sash in each bay have a bottom hing- 
ed unit directly above the sill. This 
drop in type of ventilator is com- 
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The City 
of Edmonton 


congratulates the 


Alberta Teachers’ 
Association 


on the opening of 


Barnett House 


as their provincial headquarters 


Wim. Hawrelak,. 
Mayor 
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The staffroom is in the basement with an east window and windows 

along the south side of the room. The east wall is natural birch ply- 

wood with other walls in shades of Caribbean Blue. The chesterfield 

is in rose frieze with chairs in frieze of rose, grey, and aqua. The 

staffroom also features a dinette suite in birch, and a kitchen with 
built-in cupboards, sink, and electric stove. 


paratively draft free but needs only 
to be opened in the very hottest 
weather. 

At the present time the City of 
Edmonton is paving the street di- 
rectly in front. When completed, it 
will provide for a considerable num- 
ber of cars on both sides from 100th 
Avenue south to the brink of the 
hill. 

A list of the firms that have 
taken part in the planning and con- 
struction is as follows: 

Architects—Stanley & Stanley, 
now Dewar, Stevenson & Stanley. 

General Contractor—Poole Con- 
struction Ltd. 
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Sub-Contractors: 
Heating and Air Conditioning—C. 
R. Frost Ltd. 


Electrical—Hume and Rumble 
Ltd. 
Painting—Keeler Painting & 


Decorating Co. 

Terrazzo—Alberta Marble, Tile & 
Terrazzo Co. 

Flooring—George R. Oake. 

Plastering—G. R. Borland. 

Roofing and Sheet Metal— 
Westeel Products Ltd. 

Structural and Reinforcing Steel, 
Miscellaneous Iron and Architectural 
Metal—Standard Iron and Engineer- 
ing Works Ltd. 
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Henry Birks & Sons (Western) Ltd. 
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H. G. Robinson & Company 
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SINCERE CONGRATULATIONS TO THE ALBERTA TEACHERS' 
ASSOCIATION 


- e e 
Keeler Painting & Decorating Company 
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ilies to the ALA on the Opening of 
Eamcit Flin 


Dear Mr. Ansley, 

Teachers of Saskatchewan con- 
gratulate the Alberta Teachers’ As- 
sociation on the opening of Barnett 
House. This occasion marks another 
step forward by Alberta teachers and 
is a fitting memorial to a great Cana- 
dian teacher who through the years 
was an inspiration not only to the 
teachers of Alberta but to all of us. 

JOHN ELKINGTON, President 

G. D. EAMER, Secretary 

Saskatchewan Teachers’ Federa- 
tion 


Dear Mr. Ansley, 

I wish to acknowledge with thanks 
the kind invitation to be present at 
the opening of Barnett House on 
November 24 but regret my inability 
to be present. 

The completion and occupancy of 
this building is a splendid achieve- 
ment of the Alberta Teachers’ As- 
sociation. Barnett House should pro- 
vide a home and permanent centre 
for our organization and further its 
activities over a long period of 
years. 

GEORGE D. MISENER, 
First President 
Alberta Teachers’ Association 


Dear Mr. Ansley, 

Congratulations to the Alberta 
Teachers’ Association on opening of 
Barnett House. May it augur for 
your membership even greater pro- 
gress than has been made in the past. 

JOHN PRIOR, President 

Cc. D. OVANS, Secretary 

British Columbia Teachers’ 
Federation 


December, 195! 


Dear Mr. Ansley, 

It was a pleasure to be present at 
the official opening of Barnett House 
on Saturday, November 24, and to 
share with the teachers of Alberta 
their justifiable pride in realization 
of a dream. The permanent home 
for ATA combining a modern office 
building, functional in design, with a 
worthy memorial to a great man is a 
credit to those who planned and car- 
ried through this project. I convey 
to you the congratulations of the 
president and officers of the Cana- 
dian Teachers’ Federation, and 
through them, best wishes from your 
colleagues in the teaching profession 
throughout Canada. 

GEORGE G. CROSKERY, 
Secretary 


Canadian Teachers’ Federation 





George G. Croskery, secretary of 
the Canadian Teachers’ Federa- 


tion, was present at the official 
opening of Barnett House. 
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At the official opening left to right, D. H. Stewart, vice-president, 

Manitoba Teachers’ Society; Caroline Robins, executive member, Sas- 

katchewan Teachers’ Federation; Marian Gimby, president of the 

ATA; C. D. Ovans, general secretary, British Columbia Teachers’ 
Federation. 


Receiving at the tea on the day of the official opening were Miss Gimby, 

Mrs. Barnett, and Mr. Ansley. Shown in the above picture are left to 

right, Mrs. Girard, Miss Reid, Miss Gimby, Mrs. Barnett, Mrs. Heard, 
Mr. Ansley. 





Dear Mr. Ansley, 

On the occasion of the formal 
opening of Barnett House, the of- 
ficial home of the Alberta Teachers’ 
Association, the Department of Edu- 
cation is pleased to pay its respects 
to the body of teachers who are the 
true educators and to that great 
worker whose name is now perpetu- 
ated. We trust that the professional- 
ism for which he strove may ever 
characterize the Association which 
inhabits his House. 

W. H. SWIFT, Deputy Minister 
Department of Education 


Dear Mr. Ansley, 

I wish to thank you for your kind- 
ness in sendiny me an invitation to 
the opening of Barnett House, 9929 
- 103 Street, Edmonton. It is with re- 
gret that I shall not be able to be 
with you, because there is no one 
I would rather honour than John W. 
Barnett. 

I trust that you may all have a 
gooi time and that the building may 
do honour to all those who have help- 
ed to build it. It is to be hoped that 
it may be of great service, not only 
to the teachers, but also to all the 
young people in this province. 

W. W. SCOTT, Past President 
Alberta Teachers’ Association 


Dear Mr. Ansley, 

We congratulate you on the last- 
ing monument you have erected to 
the memory of one of the greatest 
visionaries in our profession. The 
teachers of Alberta have a right to 
be proud of John Barnett. 

M. R. CONWAY, President 
T. A. McMASTER., Secretary 
Manitoba Teachers’ Society 


Dear Mr. Ansley, 

Alberta teachers may well be 
proud of beautiful Barnett House! 
Our thanks and praise go to those 
who planned and developed this 
amazing building on such a modest 
outlay. 
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The Edmonton Public School 
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school year 1952-53. 
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Best Wishes to the 
ATA 
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CoO. LTD. 
Plumbing 
Ventilating 
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10135 - 102nd Street 
EDMONTON ALBERTA 


Heating 





Your attractive and informative 
booklet stresses the fact that the 
foundations and superstructure of 
Barnett House are of cement and 
steel, capable of carrying five stories. 

We should, however, remind our- 
selves that the real foundations of 
Barnett House are of the spirit. Flesh 
and blood alone were not sufficient 
to sustain the late Dr. Barnett and 
his fellow workers in travelling more 
than a million miles through the 
length and breadth of Alberta. The 
spirit of justice, the spirit of pro- 
gress, the spirit of human sympathy 
—these maintained the unflagging 
efforts of the ATA workers in the 
past and present workers are, we 
believe, no less inspired. 

Again, congratulations. 

Cc. O. HICKS, Past President 
Alberta teachers’ Association 


Dear Mr. Ansley, 

The opening of Barnett House 
marks an important milestone in the 
history of the teaching profession in 
Alberta. It is also a fitting tribute 
to a man whose vision, initiative, and 
energy did much to improve the 
status of the teachers in the com- 
munity. 

DONALD CAMERON, Director 
Department of Extension 
University of Alberta 


Dear Mr, Ansley, 

This letter is written to tell 
you of my appreciation of your 
thoughtfulness in including me in 
your guest list for the opening of 
Barnett House. It is fitting that an 
organization of the importance of 
Alberta Teachers’ Association should 
house its headquarters in a suitable 
building. Barnett House meets all 
the requirements. The site could not 
be improved upon, the view over the 
Saskatchewan valley is perfect, the 
building is both dignified and attrac- 
tive in appearance while the beauty 
of the inside appointments especial- 
ly the office of the General Secre- 
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tary, leaves nothing to be desired. 
The completion of this building 
marks another significant milestone 
in the history of your Association. 
One of my first offical acts after 
I became deputy minister was to ar- 
range an interview with Mr. Barnett. 
We reviewed the past including a 
frank survey of the differences be- 
tween the Association and the De- 
partment which at times had result- 
ed in sharp interchanges and agreed 
that while differences in policy were 
inevitable, a modus vivendi must be 
found, based on understanding, good- 
will, mutual confidence and a dis- 


position to cooperation. I am glad to 
say that I never had occasion to 
complain of the way in which Mr. 
Barnett lived up to his part of the 
agreement. 

Barnett House in addition to serv- 
ing the needs of the Association as 
its administrative headquarters con- 
stitutes a worthy memorial to the 
man to whom the organization owes 
so much. You are to be congratu- 
lated on being able to build on such 
sure foundations. 

G. FRED McNALLY, 
Chancellor 
University of Alberta. 
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On Opening of Barnett House 


CBC; JTelwstion with the General Secretary 


ARNETT HOUSE, 9929 - 109 
Street, Edmonton—that address 
is to be familiar to school teachers 
throughout the province of Alberta 
in a short time. Barnett House, a 
new and attractive modern building, 
sits on the top of the river bank with 
Edmonton’s business community just 
a couple of blocks to the north. To 
the south lies the Saskatchewan 
river valley and from the office of 
Eric C. Ansley, general sceretary- 
treasurer of the Alberta Teachers’ 
Association, one may see a large 
portion of Edmonton’s south side, the 
Low Level Bridge, and the Mac- 
donald Hotel. 
But then, just what is Barnett 
House? Well, we put that question 
to Mr. Ansley. 


A. Barnett House is the head- 
quarters of the Alberta Teachers’ As- 
sociation. The building is named 
after John W. Barnett, general sec- 
retary from 1918 until 1946. Dr. 
Barnett was an outstanding leader. in 
education, in Alberta and Canada, 
for over thirty years. 

Barnett House, a memorial to Dr. 
John W. Barnett, and a symbol of 
professional growth, will be officially 
opened at ceremonies scheduled to 
begin at two o’clock this afternoon. 
The building will, be open to the 
public from 2:00 p.m. until 5:00 
p.m. At two-thirty Dr. M. E. LaZerte, 
who is past president of the Alberta 
Teachers’ Association, past president 
of the Canadian Teachers’ Federation 
and the Canadian Education As- 








On the north side of the board room is the magazine rack, Shown on 


this rack are about 200 publications from every province in Canada, 
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Another view of the general office is shown above. This shows the 





north side of the office, the stationery room, the filing room, and the 
vault, 


sociation, and was also the first dean 
of the Faculty of Education, will give 
the dedication address. He will then 
ask Mrs. John Barnett to present 
Eric Ansley with the key to Barnett 
House. Dr. LaZerte will then declare 
the building to be officially open. 
Three hundred people are expected 
to attend the opening ceremonies. 
Among the institutions and adminis- 
trations to be represented are the 
following: Canadian Teachers’ 
Federation, the teachers’ associations 
of the four Western provinces, the 
University of Alberta, the Alberta 
School Trustees’ Association, farm 
and labour organizations, home and 
school associations, medical and 
legal associations, the provincial 
government, former Alberta Teach- 
ers’ Association Executive members, 
and, of course, teacher representa- 
tives from all parts of the province. 
In anticipation of this afternoon’s 
opening ceremonies, the CBC visited 
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Barnett House where we talked to 
Eric Ansley, general  secretary- 
treasurer of the Alberta Teachers’ 
Association. 

Q. Well, first of all, Mr. Ansley, 
would you tell us briefly something 
about the building itself. 

A. The building was planned to 
take care of Association activities. In 
the basement there is a printing 
room, where all printing is done with 
the exception of the Magazine. We 
also have a staff lounge, a vault, and 
a filing room. On the main floor of 
the building we have a general office, 
five private offices, a stationery 
room, a filing room, a vault, also a 
library and board room. 

Q. Now, just before we talk about 
the library, when I looked through 
the building this morning, I noticed 
the staff room downstairs, and, as I 
recall, you were very proud of it. 

A. Teachers all over Alberta are 
asking their school boards to pro- 
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vide staff rooms for teachers, and 
it was our opinion that we could help 
this by giving our own staff one of 
the best staff lounges in the province. 

Q. Now I interrupt again. You 
were talking about the library. 

A. Well, in our library we try to 
keep about two thousand profession- 
al books. 

Q. Could we step in and have a 
look? 

A. I should be pleased to have you 
look over our library. 

Q. You have then, as you were 
saying, two thousand volumes, 

A. Yes, on subjects such as psy- 
chology, philosophy, school subjects, 
curriculum making, etc. 

Q. Now what’s this I see on the 
wall on the north side of the library? 

A. We call that our Magazine rack, 
and we have almost 200 publications 
from every part of the English-speak- 
ing world. There are educational 
publications from every province in 
Canada, from all the states in the 
United States, from South Africa, 
Australia, New Zealand, and the 
British Isles. 

Q. What use is made of that ma- 
terial? 

A. Somebody in this office goes 
through every magazine that we re- 
ceive, and selects the articles that 
we think might be of interest and 
use to teachers in Alberta. Some of 
these appear in The ATA Magazine. 

Q. That means, then, that teachers 
throughout the province are kept up 
to date on what’s going on in educca- 
tion throughout the world. 

A. Yes, as well as we can. 

Q. Now, what must a teacher do to 
make use of the library service pro- 
vided here? 

A. We have a catalogue of all the 
books in our library. We send a cata- 
logue to any local or teacher on re- 
quest, and if a teacher wishes to bor- 
row a book, he writes to us and we 
send the book to the teacher. The 
teacher may keep the book for two 
weeks, and then return it to us— 
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postage is paid both ways by the 
Association. 

Q. In a sense, what you have just 
been talking about has answered the 
question that I was going to ask you. 
You have, of course, a very fine and 
good-sized building here, and a fair- 
ly large staff. Now, I was going to 
ask you, what services do you pro- 
vide for teachers to keep such a 


staff busy? 
A. Well, part of the staff looks 
after the administration of the 


Teachers’ Retirement Fund, and 
others look after matters such as 
conventions, the Banff Workshop, 
collective bargaining, legislation that 
concerns education, teachers’ curric- 
ulum making, teacher training and 
qualifications, research in education, 
disputes with boards, superintend- 
ents, and others. 

Q. What it seems to come down to, 
is that the office here in Edmonton 
is a central clearing house for any 
problems that may effect teachers 
within the province. 

A. Every teacher has the right to 
come to the Association for advice 
and assistance. 

Q. Now this, as I understand it, is 
a pioneer venture for the Alberta 
Teachers’ Association—I mean the 
construction of this building. What 
prompted the Alberta Teachers’ 
Association to go ahead and build 
their own offices? 

A. When the Alberta Teachers’ 
Association was formed in 1917, no 
doubt some of the teachers thought 
that, some day, they might be as 
strong as the National Union of 
Teachers in the old country, which 
was established about 1860. In 1935, 
when The Teaching Profession Act 
was passed, a number of teachers had 
the idea that some day soon we might 
own our own home. A few years 
later a building fund was started. 

Q. That means, then, that the 
building just didn’t happen all at 
once. You have been planning for 
it a long time. 
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A. It has been talked about for 25 
or 30 years, and planned for about 
15. 

Q. Now, am I right in understand- 
ing that this is the first one of its 
kind in this country? 

A. Barnett House is 


the first 
building erected by a teachers’ 
association in Canada. 

Q. Now, may I talk to you briefly 
about the Alberta Teachers’ Associa- 
tion itself? What is the ATA? Is it 
right to call it a union or should we 
refer to it as a professional associa- 
tion? 

A. Well, there is really little dif- 
ference between a union and a pro- 
fession. Professions, generally speak- 
ing, set their own fees, and unions 
have to bargain collectively. It is 
generally agreed that members of a 
profession have an organized body 
of knowledge that sets them apart 
from all other groups in society, and 
that they form a group that serves 
a great social purpose and one where 
the members are bound together by 
a code of ethics. The members co- 
operate only through their profes- 
sional organization, such as the Al- 
berta Teachers’ Association. 

Q. You don’t think then, that there 
is really a distinction between a 
union and professional associations 
as such. 

A. Well, as Mr. Leonard Brock- 
ington said once in an address—he 
is a prominent lawyer in Canada—“I 
belong to the strongest union in the 
world, the Canadian Bar Associa- 
tion.” 

Q. That should answer my ques- 
tion. You mentioned that in 1918 in 
connection with the formation of the 
Alberta Teachers’ Association, could 
you tell us something about how it 
came to be formed, why it was form- 
ed, and the people behind the or- 
ganization of it back in 1918? 

A. In 1918, it was formed for pro- 
tection. Individual protection and 
group protection. Teaching in Al- 
berta, at that time, was a difficult 
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profession to follow. Pay was irregu- 
lar, and teachers could be dismissed 
without cause. In 1918, seven hun- 
dred people met and formed the Al- 
berta Teachers’ Association, with 
George Misener, who is retired and 
is now living in Victoria, as the first 
president, and John Barnett as the 
secretary-treasurer. 

Q. Now, that was the case in 1918. 
Has the situation changed much dur- 
ing the years? Is your main func- 
tion or aim still the same now 30 
years after the formation of the 
ATA? 

A. We have achieved some of our 
early objectives, but we haven’t 
achieved all of them. Our salaries are 
still relatively low, and a great deal 
of our efforts, of course, are aimed 
at improving our salaries. Our tenure 
laws are among the best in the 
world. Teachers now have adequate 
protection, except in case of trans- 
fer. The training of teachers has 
been improved. All of the training 
of teachers in Alberta is now under 
the Faculty of Education of the Uni- 
teachers, you hope to improve edu- 
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versity. The standards have been 
raised, to some extent, but we are 
still a long way from achieving the 
objectives that were first set up in 
1920. 

Q. Now, it is obvious then that a 
good deal has been accomplished. Is 
it possible, to say in a few words 
just what the function or ambition 
of the Alberta Teachers’ Associa- 
tion is? 

A. The Alberta Teachers’ Associa- 
tion, I believe, is bound to work for 
the improvement of the schools in 
Alberta, and one way it can do this 
and give the children a better edu- 
cation is to improve the working and 
living conditions of teachers, in 
order that the best type of young 
people may be attracted to the teach- 
ing profession. 

Q. Your approach is rather in- 
direct. By working for teachers, im- 
proving the working conditions of 
cation as such within the province. 

A. That’s the only way we see that 
education will be improved in Al- 
berta or in any other place. 

Q. Why did the teachers call their 
new home, Barnett House? 

A. Over the years we have had a 


number of very fine people work for 
the Association. Besides John Barnett 
we have had teachers like T. E. A. 
Stanley of Calgary, H. C. Newland 
of Edmonton, C. E. Peasley of Medi- 
cine Hat. These were called the “big 
four” of the Alberta Teachers’ 
Association and laid the foundations 
for the Association. Later, we had 
leaders like Harry Ainlay, ex-mayor 
of Edmonton, Joe Powell, principal 
of McCauley School in Edmonton, 
Clarence Sansom of Calgary, M. E. 
LaZerte of Edmonton, Harry Sweet, 
now senior high school inspector, C. 
O. Hicks, principal of Victoria High 
School, Edmonton, and many others. 
In calling the new headquarters 
building Barnett House, the Alberta 
Teachers’ Association wishes to 
honor not only John Barnett, but all 
the other teachers who toiled and 
dreamed with him throughout the 
years. 

Well, in your desire to keep the 
memories of your pioneer teachers 
alive, Mr. Ansley, I should think that 
one good way to accomplish your 
purpose is by naming the new Home 
of the Alberta Teachers’ Associa- 
tion, Barnett House. 
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